2019-2020

Spanish Bridging Project
Transitioning from Year 11 into Year 12

Me llamo _____________________

Dear student,

Welcome to Spanish in the Sixth Form at Bolingbroke Academy. You have opted to study
Spanish at A-level. You are about to study not only a fascinating language, spoken in many
far-reaching corners of the globe, but to embrace a culture, a civilisation, a way of thinking
that is both similar and dissimilar to yours.

You are now at the stage in your language learning where you bridge the gap between GCSE
and A-level. You will need to build on prior learning, expand knowledge in weaker áreas and
widen your grammatical, lexical and factual knowledge of the Spanish language and culture.

In order to make the transition between GCSE and A-level smoother, you will need to do
some work over the summer. This is what this booklet is about: bridging the gap. It is going
to be hard work but it will be also a lot fun!

What is a “bridging project”?

The bridging work MUST be completed during the summer break and it will be assessed in
September. The aims of the bridging project are the following:
1. Discover the course content you will be studying for two years.
2. Prepare you for study at A-level.
3. Resources and stationary
4. Practise skills you will need to develop as an A-level student
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1. Complete this language questionnaire.
I.

Personal Information

Place of Birth

II. Your linguistic background
1. What is your mother language?
________________________________________________________________________________

2. In what language did you first learn to read?
________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is your parents’/ caregivers mother language?
________________________________________________________________________________

4. What language/s do your parents/caregivers’ use mostly when speaking to you?
________________________________________________________________________________

5. What language/s do you use mostly when speaking to your parents/caregivers?
________________________________________________________________________________
6. What foreign languages can you speak? At what age did you start to learn them?
________________________________________________________________________________
7. How long have you been studying Spanish?
________________________________________________________________________________
8. What Spanish dialect are you more familiar with?
 Andean-Pacific
(Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and
western Venezuela)

 Chilean

 Peninsular (Spain)

 Caribbean (Cuba, Dominican
Republic, Puerto Rico, Venezuela)

 Mexican

 Rioplatense (Argentina,
Paraguay and Uruguay)

9. Have you ever been to any Spanish-speaking country?
______________________________________________________________________________
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If yes, what country and for how long.
______________________________________________________________________________
10. On a scale from basic to native command, rate your linguistic skills in Spanish and in any other
foreign language that you can speak.
Basic User
A1

Can
understand
and
use
familiar
everyday
expressions
and
very
basic
phrases
aimed
at
the
satisfaction
of needs of
a concrete
type. Can
introduce
him/herself
and others
and can ask
and answer
questions
about
personal
details.

Independent User

Proficient User

A2

B1

B2

C1

C2

Can
understand
sentences
and
frequently
used
expressions
related
to
areas
of
most
immediate
relevance
(e.g.
very
basic
personal and
family
information,
shopping).
Can
communicat
e in simple
and routine
tasks
requiring a
simple and
direct
exchange of
information
on familiar
and routine
matters. Can
describe in
simple terms
aspects
of
his/her
background
in the past.

Can
understand
the
main
points
of
clear
standard
input
on
familiar
matters
regularly
encountere
d in work,
school,
leisure, etc.
Can produce
simple
connected
text
on
topics which
are familiar
or
of
personal
interest.
Can
describe
experiences
and events,
dreams,
hopes and
ambitions
and briefly
give reasons
and
explanation
s
for
opinions
and plans.

Can
understand
the
main
ideas
of
complex text
on
both
concrete and
abstract
topics.
Can
interact with
a degree of
fluency and
spontaneity
that
makes
regular
interaction
with native
speakers
quite possible
without strain
for
either
party.
Can
produce
clear, detailed
text on a wide
range
of
subjects and
explain
a
viewpoint on
a topical issue
giving
the
advantages
and
independent
disadvantages
of
various
options.

Can
understand a
wide range of
demanding,
longer texts.
Can express
him/herself
fluently and
spontaneousl
y
without
much obvious
searching for
expressions.
Can
use
language
flexibly and
effectively for
social,
academic and
professional
purposes. Can
produce clear,
wellstructured,
detailed text
on complex
subjects,
showing
controlled use
of
organisational
and cohesive
connectors.

Can
understand
with
ease
virtually
everything
heard or read.
Can
summarise
information
from different
spoken and
written
sources,
reconstructing
arguments
and accounts
in a coherent
presentation.
Can express
him/herself
spontaneously
, very fluently
and precisely,
differentiating
finer shades
of Proficient
meaning even
in
more
complex
situations.

Reading

1

2

3

4

5

6

Listening

1

2

3

4

5

6

Writing

1

2

3

4

5

6

Speaking

1

2

3

4

5

6

Reference Levels from the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (2001:24)
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III. Future prospects
I have chosen A-level Spanish because ….

I am interested in Spain and Spanish-speaking countries and cultures because…

My dream is to work one day as …
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2. Overview of the A-level specification
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For your paper 2 we will focus on:

3. Resources
You will need to purchase the literary text and read it over the
summer break. It is crucial that you familiarise yourself with each
character and complete the activities of this booklet. Your work will
be assessed in September.

García Lorca, Federico, 2017. The house of Bernarda Alba.
London: Bloomsbury Methuen Drama. (ISBN 978-0-71368677-7) (paperback)
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4. Answer the questions about La Casa de Bernarda Alba.
1. In what season does the story take place?

2. What do the servants think of Bernarda Alba?

3. Why are there mourners in Bernarda Alba’s house?

4. Who is being kept locked away and our of sight?

5. Who stands to benefit the most from the death of Antonio María Benavides?

6. What does Bernarda Alba think of the mourners and other inhabitants of the village?

7. Why is Pepe el Romano approaching Bernarda’s house?

8. According to Magdalena, what are Pepe el Romano’s motives?

9. Why is Bernarda upset with Angustias?
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10. What does María Josefa desire as the curtain falls?

5. Translate into Spanish.
1. Strict rules were applied to romance and courtship in Andalusia.

2. A young woman who had a suitor would speak to the man in question from the bars
around a window at a certain times, normally in the evening, as is the case with
Angustias (and secretly with Adela).

3. This display was observed by the people of the town, who would approve the match
or not. It was therefore essential to keep up the appearances.

4. A man would declare his love for a girl by, for example, handing her a rose through
the reja, and speak or even sing love songs by her window.

5. In the proposal, a man would present a woman with a diamond ring (Pepe gives
Angustias a ring with pearls, which is a bad omen).
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6. Read the sentences and decide which character is described.

7. Identify the quote in the book and say who says it and who is
talking about. See the example below.
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8. Stationary
You will need to be extremely well organised. Spanish A-level is an
academic subject, which will prepare you for your university studies.
Therefore you will need to come to all your lessons fully equipped at
all times.
 A4 level arch file (a big ring binder)
 One pack of 10 extra large dividers, hole punched lined paper, and strong plastic
pockets.
 Pencil case with: a few black pens, blue pens, a red pen, a green pen, glue, childfriendly scissors, highlighters, rubber, pencils, small stapler, small hole puncher,
small rubber, etc)
 Post-its and small revision cards.

Useful websites to learn Español:

Instituto Cervantes. Aveteca. Go to “Nivel A2”
IN[http://cvc.cervantes.es/ensenanza/actividades_ave/aveteca.htm]
Real Academia de la Lengua Española. Producer of the Spanish language dictionary.
http://www.rae.es/rae.html
University of Iowa. Phonetics: The sounds of English and Spanish. Fonética: los sonidos
del Español. http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/spanish/frameset.html
Sr Jordan’s Spanish Videos.
http://www.senorjordan.com/
The Preterite
Preterite: IR Stem changes (e - i)
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/02/02-preterite-stem-changers-e-i/
Preterite: IR Stem changes (o - u)
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/02/02-preterite-stem-changers-o-u/

Preterite: Irregular verbs. Song.
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http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-song/
Preterite: IR and SER
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-ir-ser/
Preterite: HACER
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-hacer/
Preterite: DECIR
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-decir/
Preterite: QUERER
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-querer/
Preterite: ESTAR
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-estar/
Preterite: PONER
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-poner/
Preterite: TENER
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-tener/
Preterite: VENIR
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-venir/
Preterite: VER and DAR
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregular-ver-dar/
Preterite: TRAE, CONDUCIR and TRADUCIR
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/01/02-preterite-irregulars-traer-conducir-traducir/
The Imperfect Tense.
Imperfect: Regular -AR verbs
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/02/02-imperfect-ar-verbs/
Imperfect: Regular – ER / -IR verbs
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/02/02-imperfect-regular-erir-verbs/
Imperfect: Irregulars: ir, ser and ver.
http://www.senorjordan.com/2009/02/02-imperfect-irregulars-ir-ser-ver/
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