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Courageous Hound

Dear All,
As we enjoy the wonderful summer weather we are also enjoying an array of activities and events here at
Bolingbroke.
A heartfelt congratulations to our Year 11 pupils who have now finished their exams and celebrated in style
with a fantastic Prom at The Oval. Congratulations also go to Year 7 who hosted a brilliant Music Concert at
St Michael’s last Tuesday. The quality of the showcase was second to none and the whole audience were
captivated from start to finish.
A reminder that our Uniform Day will be on Thursday 27th July at the school. Please ensure that you child has
all the necessary regulation school uniform, particularly a rucksack or portfolio bags. Please note that non
regulation bags will be confiscated.
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to and join me in welcoming new staff to Bolingbroke
Academy. After a successful and enjoyable Induction Day we are all raring to go for the September Term!
Please read on to find out more details about who is joining us.
Lastly, I am thrilled to announce Karen Gibson as our Guest Speaker for this year’s Speech Day & Prize Giving
on September 21st 2018. Karen is a workshop leader with London's Kingdom Choir, which she founded. She
led the Kingdom Choir's gospel performance of "Stand by Me" at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle in May 2018, after which she was described as "Britain’s godmother of gospel".
Tickets are £5 per Parent/Carer/Guest and are available to purchase on Wisepay.
Kind regards,
Ms. C Edis
Principal

Highlights from this Edition...Full story inside!
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Courageous Hound

NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Welcome to our new Staff for September 2018

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

Abigail Blessing
Regional Lead Teacher of Science

Graeme Wood
Lead Physics Teacher

Ms Blessing comes from a highly
successful London Academy where
she was a Vice Principal and Head
of Sixth Form for seven years. She
will be with us three days a week
as she will be sharing our excellent
Science practice across three
other Ark schools. She will also be
teaching our A Level Biology
students.

Mr Wood has an impressive track
record of teaching Physics across
all Secondary year groups. In the
National Curriculum, Advanced
Highers in Scotland and International Baccalaureate.

Tom Rye
Lead Computing Teacher

Jaenette Satherlund
Teacher of Science

Ms Sutherland has a degree in
Biomedical Science from the
University of Surrey and has taught
General Science and Biology.

Mr Rye was Head of Computing,
Economics & Business and
developed the curriculum for
Computer Science for KS3-5.
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT

Emily Gelder
Head of Humanities

Ms Gelder has worked as Head of
Humanities and is also an examiner
for Edexcel A Level History.

Brigitte Namatovu

Religious Studies & Psychology Teacher

Ms Namatovu has been working as
Lead Teacher for KS4 Psychology
and she also teaches Psychology at
KS5, and RE and Geography at KS3.

Arfan Munir-Rai
Head of Philosophy, Religion & Ethics

Mr Munir-Rai achieved an MA in Islamic
Philosophy at Distinction level and
during this time tutored
both Undergraduate and Postgraduate
students for Philosophy & Theology.

Charlie Newey
History Teacher

Mr Newey holds a PGCE in History as well as an MA in Cultural
Politics. Mr Newey has an exemplary track record in teaching
History at KS3, KS4 and KS5

Johnny Saville
Geography Teacher

Mr Savile has a BA (Hons) in
Geography from the University of
Durham.

Andrew Mullins
Geography Teacher

Mr Mullins has an exemplary track
record in education and holds an
MSc in Geography. Mr Mullins has
been teaching in schools and
universities for nearly 20 years.
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Merisha Everiste
Head of Psychology & Science
Professional Pathway

Ms Everiste holds a BSC in
Psychology and she has been
teaching Social Sciences.
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY

MFL DEPARTMENT

Ana Dolz Cortez
Spanish & Science Teacher

Patricia Vazquez-Lopez
Lead Teacher of Spanish with
French

Ms Dolz is a native Spanish speaker
as well as a KS3&4 Science teacher.
Ms Dolz has spent many years
preparing pupils for their Spanish
GCSES's and A Level exams.

Ms Vazquez-Lopez has a PhD in
Applied Linguistics and MA in
Teaching Spanish as a second
language.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

MATHS DEPARTMENT

Natalie Weale
Teacher of English

Hester Burns
Teacher of Maths

Ms Weale holds a BA (Hons) in
English Language & Communication.
Ms Weale also has experience of
teaching Academic English at
International Baccalaureate level.

Ms Burns has a degree in Music
from Oxford University and a
pen din g MA in E du cation al
Leadership. Ms Burns has an
impressive track record in Key
Stages 3,4 and 5.
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY

WE ARE PROUD OF OUR PUPILS

Our pupils volunteered at the London Youth Games, which is a para athletics event, and we received the email
below complimenting these pupils for their work, kindness and support. We want to share it with you, so you
can also feel very proud about our pupils.

“Hi Lucy,
Just a quick email to say thanks for the hard work in sourcing yesterday’s volunteers.
Please can you pass on my BIG THANKS to the staff and students who came to yesterday’s competition.
As I told you yesterday, I don’t remember ever having as many complements about our volunteers, especially
praising the young volunteers, with particular reference to their attitude, helpfulness, the gentle way of
interacting with students (especially those with complex or communication support needs). A number of these
team mangers and borough organisers have been coming to the event for years, so are well placed to
feedback, and is always nice when they make the time to come and say thank you as well as expressing such
lovely sentiments.
The pupils should be very proud of the impression they made to the staff supporting the borough teams
(making a specific effort to ask me to thank them) and playing their part in making the day such a successful
one for all the athletes.
I would happily have any of them back on the event team in future years!
Thanks
Kate
LYG ParaAthletics Competition Director.”
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Dear Parents/Carers,
I am delighted to be able to share with you some exciting changes that are happening at Bolingbroke Academy. We
are absolutely dedicated to providing a centre of academic excellence, and ensuring that every child is given the best
opportunities. With this in mind, we have decided to alter the Key Stage 3 (Year 7, 8 & 9) pastoral provision at the
Academy. From September 2018, pupils will be placed in horizontal Civitas groups. This will mean pupils will be in
Civitas groups with pupils from the same year and is a change from our vertical system.
What are the benefits?



We feel that pupils will benefit from sharing experiences with children of their own age.



There will be more ‘Year’ focused Civitas time which is invaluable at key points during the year. Messages, activities and sessions will be directed to meet the needs of one-year group and not many within one form. We feel that
this is a more effective use of Civitas time and will benefit all pupils.



There will be opportunities for clearer, bespoke and more differentiated Civitas programmes and assemblies.
For example, CV writing for Year 10 pupils, Options Talks for Year 8s.



Civitas Tutors will be able to focus their efforts towards one-year group; this will aid communication across the
school and supports the tutor’s delivery of sessions. For example, Year 7 will not have to listen to Year 9 examination announcements.



We will be moving from ‘Heads of House’ to ‘Heads of Year’ to manage curriculum and pastoral support. This
will support tracking, monitoring and evaluation as the Head of Year can apply their efforts to the whole year group.
We will be able to improve consistency across the year group as the Head of Year will have the full overview of the
year group, rather than having 4 Heads of House working with all year groups. We will still have Heads of House
responsible for House Spirit, such as: charity fund raising, Spelling Bee, Bolingbroke (aka University) Challenge, Pi
Maths Competition, Year 7 Science Invention convention, Sports Day and an accumulation of House points and
competitions.



Similar to the monitoring of progress, Heads of Year and pastoral teams will be able to ensure greater consistency in the monitoring of attendance and punctuality and rewards and sanctions.



There will be increased opportunities to create a year group identity. There will be a further sense of belonging
for pupils.



Should a Subject Leader wish to share the successes of pupils within a class, or indeed concerns, they will only
need to communicate with one Head of Year as opposed to four Heads of House.
Year 7 pupils in the academic year 2018-19 will start their journey at Bolingbroke Academy together.

This is a really exciting opportunity for us to ensure that your child receives excellent pastoral provision at Bolingbroke Academy.

Yours Sincerely,
Mrs Quincey
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
The Year 7 Showcase: A Night to Remember

The Year 7s worked their socks off all for one night: a night to
remember. This concert took place in St Michael’s Church at 6pm on
Tuesday 26th June 2018. There was a variety of instrumental prowess
which mesmerised the audience.
Each group had their unique style, with the concert starting strong
and ending stronger. First up: the Samba, which paraded through the
sweaty church and blew the audience away with their wall of sound,
led by Ms Breckon. The wonderful woodwind wowed the audience
with a selection of pieces, followed by the super singers with their
rendition of ‘My Favourite Things’. The terrific trumpets and trombones took to the stage with Match Day, Cha Cha Cha Cha and Arriba, creating an exciting atmosphere. The vibrant violins serenaded us
with Amazing Grace, and brilliant Bolingbroke Choir brought the
audience to tears with True Colours. Finally, the great guitars rocked
out with tunes including the James Bond theme.
A big congratulations to the amazing music tutors who dedicated
themselves to putting together such a great concert. Thank you also
for the donations of over £200 which will go towards maintaining
our fabulous Year 7 instrumental scheme.
Well done to the wonderful Year 7s for such an extravagant concert
that everybody enjoyed.
By 7Lennox Trumpeters (Chloe Burrows, Caspian De Polla, Abigael
Yana, Dante Swaby, Daniel Collings)

From L to R: Paris Collins, Eliza Michel-Finch,
Hannah Ali and Emily Harper

From L to R: Giulio Castejon, Devin Dankwah, Shaniye Farquarson, Mrs Milicic, Phoebe Davies, Martin Moreno, Yasin Jafri, Nevaldo
Cummings, Ms Riley and Lila Collas
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY

From L to R: Jacobi Gonzalez, Mr King, Valentina Menegotto, Shareef Henry, Jacob Cleghorn, Wassim Mahdi, Rayyan Ahmed,
Zoe Ferencikora,

From L to R: Ms Sawyer, Clara Whitter, Hudah Lule, Amelie Cuenat, Eve Williams, Alexandru Simon, Arshed Chopra, Karim El
Menshawy
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SIXTH FORM NEWS
Y12 RESIDENTIAL
Yesterday the Year 12 students went
away for their end of year residential.
They travelled to Oxfordshire by
coach and will spend the day and
night at Cornbury Park.
We received this wonderful photo of
the group expectant to see what was
there for dinner, so…
Student: What are we having for
dinner?
Leader: badger
Student: is badger halal?
This was the dialogue previous
dinner. What may come next? See
the next edition of the Courageous
Hound for the full write up.

NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS
every pupil, every day

Erskine 4

Verbiest 3

Klein 5

CIVITAS ATTENDANCE RACE
Congratulations to Erskine 4, all pupils with 100% attendance have earned 3 house points each!
In second place is Verbiest 3 with all pupils with 100% attendance getting 2 house points, and in 3rd with 1 house
point for those with 100% is Klein 5!
But don’t despair if you didn't win this time round, you’ll have the opportunity over the next fortnight!

ABSENCE LINE

Please remember to contact the absence line (option 1 on telephone) stating clearly your child’s name, Civitas group
and reason for sickness. Absences should be reported on each day of sickness. If they are absent due to having a
medical appointment, you will be required to provide a note from the doctor. Absences for three or more days also
require medical documentation. Please remember as well to make it clear to Reception if your child has been off
with an infectious disease, particularly any of the following infectious diseases: Chickenpox, Rubella, Scarlett Fever,
Whooping Cough.

PUPIL ABSENCE REQUESTS
If you would like to take your child out of school during term for any reason other than a
medical appointment you must complete the Pupil Absence form and send it to the Principal’s PA
at least one week before the intended leave. Please note, other than in exceptional
circumstances, if the form is received after the absence period. The absence will
be unauthorised.


You will be notified within 48 hours if your request has been authorised.



Any absence that is not authorised will be recorded as unauthorised.



Forms can be downloaded from the Bolingbroke Academy website:

http://arkbolingbrokeacademy.org/life-school/pupil-absence-requests
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS
every pupil, every day

FRIDAY 13TH JULY— ATTENDANCE BBQ

If you’ve had a perfect attendance record this year, keep up the excellent work! On Friday 13th
July all pupils with 100% attendance will be invited to a reward BBQ! If your name is below,
you’re on track for this reward:

Name
ADOMAKO, Michael

FAURE, Eugenie

MADOC JONES, Ivy

AUSTIN-UNUAJEFE, Jade

FAURE, Louis

MARTIN, Francesca

AUTHIER-LABILLE, Sasha

GREEN, Joseph

MOLINENGO, Christian

BLURTON, Charlotte

GRIMSEY, Zoe

ORLEBAR DAPAAH, Joshua

BONTI-ASAMOAH, Naarah

HANSON, Darcey

RAMOS, Harmony

BONTI-ASAMOAH, Nathan

HANSON, Heather

REID, Tyan

CHRISTIAN, Benjamin

HEARN, Louie

ROFF, Ellison

COBLE, Finley

HENON, Evariste

ROONEY, Sophie

COLLINGS, Daniel

HILL-RHONE, Jadyn

SEGUNDO ALVARDO, Claudia

COLLINGS, James

HYATT, Daniel

TRAORE, Michelt

CREASEY, Shannon

INNISS, Josiah

WILLIAMS, Theo

DANKWAH, Devin

JACKSON, Atticus

WILSON, Dan

DE COULON, Julie

LIU, Jasmine

WILSON, Jamie
ZABALA AREQUIPA, Alex

If you think your attendance has been 100% this year and you are not on this list,
please speak to your Civitas Tutor.
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IN THE LIBRARY
Creative Writing Opportunity - Deadline approaching

Do you have a story in you? Then tell us a tale for a chance to win the Jacqueline Wilson
Creative Writing Prize 2018.
HOW TO WIN
All you need to do is write a story between 750-1000 words about an unlikely friendship
using the first line below, written by Jacqueline Wilson herself
I’d wanted to find a special friend ever since I came here. However, I never thought
I’d find such an amazing one!...
PRIZES
One lucky winner will have their story published in a Jacqueline Wilson book! They’ll also receive £100
worth of WHSmith vouchers, a year’s subscription to First News, a book bundle for their school library AND get to meet Jacqueline Wilson herself!
RULES






Entrants must be between 7-12 years old.
The deadline is September 2018 so submit your stories to Miss Meddle before
the Summer holidays!
No inappropriate words or personal information to be included.
Must be no longer than 1000 words.
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IN THE LIBRARY

The Book Selfie Challenge
The Pupil Librarians challenged Bolingbroke Academy to get creative with their reading and take a selfie with their book.

And the winners are…

MOST TOPICAL
Lila Collas reading Letters from the Lighthouse

MOST UNIQUE
Eliza Michel-Finch reading The Island at the End of Everything

Congratualtions to Lila,
Eliza and Chloe who have
won an extra special
prize to enjoy in this hot
weather: a voucher to
spend on ice cream very
kindly donated by
Oddono’s Gelato!
Look out for more book
competitions from the library in September
MOST DARING
Chloe Burrows reading Ways to Live Forever
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION
NOTICEBOARD
SAVE THE DATE
th

Thursday 12 July, 6.00pm - Swing in to Summer Concert at St Barnabas Church. Tickets available on Wisepay.
Tuesday 17th July - Sport Day at Trinity Fields Sports Ground. Volunteers needed to help run the day and to take
part in the Parents vs Staff Tug of War! Please let the sports department know if you are free for any part of the day.

UNIFORMS
Please could all parents and pupils drop off uniforms they no longer need (including ties) for the PA's second hand
uniform stall in Reception or Pupil Services, and any PE kit to the PE department.
The End of Year Drinks on June 27 at Belleville Brewery Taproom were a
huge success and much enjoyed by all those parents who came along as
these photographs show.

Regular communication with
parents is important in helping
us build a strong and supportive
school community.
The PA has looked carefully at what might best
serve parent needs bearing in mind the recent
GDPR changes and we are moving to a new
communication platform called Classlist. It is UK
based, holds appropriate security and GDPR
certifications, and it recently won top prize at BETT,
the world’s largest education technology event.
Using Classlist we can set up and publicise events,
form special interest groups and ask for
volunteers. It takes a couple of minutes to get
started - first download the Classlist app on iOS or
Android and select Bolingbroke Academy. You can
also sign up from your desktop using
www.classlist.com
Do sign up as soon as possible to keep in touch
with PA activities and school events.

ICE CREAM
PANACEA TO
COOL DOWN
THE HEAT
The lovely mums of
the PA are always
ready to go a step
ahead for your
pupils, so now
they offer on top of
those delicious
cakes the most
refreshing ice-lollies
that have attracted
the interest of their
young clientele.
Keep enjoying
them, and thanks
mums!
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION
NOTICEBOARD
Minutes from the Parents Association meeting on 14th June 2018
Finances
We will publish a summary of the finances for the 2017/ 2018 academic year in the last Courageous Hound of the
year.
It has been a very successful year with nearly £30k raised over the year with the Promises Auction being the most
significant contributor at nearly £20k. The Spring Fair raised £5.4k – very respectable especially considering the
weather!
We have committed funds of £19k this year going to support items on the original wish list.
The biggest single commitment is that of the minibus at £7.5k for the lease, insurance, tax and training. There was
discussion about whether it is being used enough.
In fact the minibus is used most weeknights for fixtures.
Enrichments
Concern over the choice of enrichments.
The enrichments will be changed this year to focus on the quality of delivery with a focus on sports and music.
Anne Frank
Anne Frank had £600 allocated last year.
The responsible teacher has changed and the school has had difficulty getting hold of the relevant person at the trust. The
funds are still allocated and it is hoped to get something in place in the next academic year.
Lunch and break time activities
The school will implement a revised timetable next year to enable access to the Sports Hall at lunchtime e.g. for table
tennis and other activities.
Butterfly Garden
The school is looking at re-purposing the Butterfly Garden and would welcome parent volunteers to champion help. Currently looking at teacher Sixth Form space with picnic tables, but not ruling out other ideas. Help welcome!
Behaviour management and discipline
Concern over behaviour management and how detentions are communicated.
The school is looking at implementing a new information management system which would enable teachers to enter information about behaviour and parents to access this through a ‘My Child at School’ facility. Prior to launching the new system, the school would like to seek feedback from a ‘Pilot Group’ of parents on what sort of information they would like to
receive. This Pilot Group will include about 5 parents from each Year level, with parents representing students whom receive a combination of positive and negative points.
If you have further suggestions on how the school could improve the detention system, please forward these to Stan Faure.
Stan will compile these suggestions together with those already discussed at the PA meeting and forward to the school for
consideration.
Boxing as a sport
Suggestion that boxing could be introduced as a sport at school – good outlet and additional option for GCSE
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION
NOTICEBOARD
Boxing as a sport
School already supports pupils taking part in boxing at Carneys Boxing. It is an off site activity. School would support a
grant application, although this might need to be in conjunction with Carneys. School does not have the staff to support
this at school. Any further proposal would need to operate without the requirement for staff support.
Payment to Wandsworth for use of the Common
School has always paid for use for specific lessons. An admin error led to payment for use of the Common during
breaks and lunchtime. This amounted to £10k. School is seeking to get this reimbursed.
There is no news on this as yet.
Lockers
There have been a suggestion that lockers should be made available for Y7s and prioritised for them.
Lockers need to be available for all pupils that have PE to avoid carrying around two bags. Clearing them out every evening and resetting remains an issue.
OurKidz
Bake sale every Friday, £500/ £600 so far. Have bought Maths equipment, footballs, shirts for some of the bigger
boys. Second hand clothes shops. Made £640 at Spring Fair. Second-hand laptops and Ipads for kids who don’t
have Internet access at home have been provided through parent donations. One parent brought in two old iPads
and laptops which are being used. Working with PA. OurKidz supports inclusion. Is not to support lessons.
Thank you event for teachers
Suggestion of a thank you event for teachers from parents at the end of the year. Beers, prosecco etc.
School very much welcomes the idea and would like to combine this with the end of year Teacher Celebration already in
the calendar. PA Chair and OurKids committee members to represent parents.
Food update
Maria has established a relationship with Michelle, the chef, who is very open and friendly. Michelle is very positive
and happy to try things e.g. doing an Eid lunch and very good at knowing the kids, their likes and dislikes – very
impressive – knows who eats what and who likes what. Another chef is being recruited to help. Only positive
comments about the food at this PA meeting!
Calendar
Help school to manage events communication. Things come up suddenly and get missed don’t get the support they
deserve as a result.
PA to liaise with the school office every half term about upcoming events from the school. PA to ensure all on the calendar
and communicated. The PA, with the support of a number of parents representing each Year Level, will forward out
reminders via Classlist of upcoming events. We presently have a Classlist Parent Year Level representative for next Year’s
Yr 7, 8 and 12. If you would like to be a Year Level representative for Classlist, please email Ruth Buckle
(ruthbuckle@me.com)
Facilities
Questions about the facilities team for next year? Who will be helping Steve?
A new facilities team will be in place at the beginning of next term.
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SAFEGUARDING PROTOCOL
It is every member of staff ’s responsibility
to respond to any safeguarding concerns

LISTEN
RECORD
INFORM
PROBLEM?
Ask the DSL for advice.

DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD (DSL)
MR J.KERBY
Assistant Principal

DEPUTY DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEADS
KS3/4
MS A. PINNER
Head of House

KS3/4
MRS L. QUINCEY
AP for KS3
Personal Development

KS5
MS E. OLIVER
Deputy Director
6th Form

In the event of their absence, all safeguarding issues should be addressed directly
to the Principal, Ms C. Edis
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